








N [ OGBOOK // HANGING BY THE CONTROL BAR

Luis Barradas: still in one piece.

myself hanging under the bar:

I can wait for the “abort, abort, abort,”
from launch, and the delay from the op-
erator to cut down the power, and giving
me another 30 ft or more by the time the
rope slacks, if 'm lucky. Then, I'll find my-
self hanging from a fully stalled glider, that
naturally is going to move its nose down to
gain speed, with no altitude to recover to
level flight (assuming the wings would be
levelled at that point), this wasn’t likely.

The other option would be having the
glider bring me down gently, and I would
just land on my feet running like hell at 18
mph, tripping on my face since I couldn’t
flare, abandoning the glider to land on its
own. I also dismissed this option — maybe
it could work in a movie.

After a necessarily fast decision, I opted
to stop climbing by releasing the towrope.

Bare with me on this decision, since it
was my first time, it does not come in the
manual, I did not have much time to con-
sult other pilots, check previous issues of
the magazine or bet on the best way to pull
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it out.

As soon as I removed my hand from
the control bar and slapped the release,
time stood still. Hanging only from my left
hand, my only concern was this: I didn’t
want to fall with the glider and have a for-
ward motion. I knew I could hold my grip
on the bar for another three or four sec-
onds, but, by then, the glider would be in a
collision course with the ground.

Deliberately, I opened my left hand,
which is the last thing I recall.

According to the pilots that witnessed
the event, I dropped from approximately
25 ft.

Strangely, from the moment I went into
free fall until when I opened my eyes about
20 seconds later, I do not have the faintest
idea of what happened, including the im-
pact moment. I never felt it.

I woke up with Big Dave looking down
on me, and reassuring me that everything
was going to be okay.

The glider was all right, with just a bent
batten on the tip of the left wing, but I

looked worse: I had a black eye and a bro-
ken wrist. After some tests, they found out
I had some fluid on the liver and pancreas,
which would be reabsorbed without any
problems.

I could not lift my right leg more than
two inches, probably because of the pull
of the straps of the harness affected my leg
muscles, and for about a week my fragile
parts were secret fans of the Blue Jays.

They were planning to send me home
after three days, but because the doctors
were not sure who would sign my papers,
I spent another two days feeding on jelly,
which was not fun!

After three months at home pester-
ing my wife and painful physiotherapy, I
slowly regained the mobility and strength
of the wrist. It is now one year passed, and
I’'m going back to taste the air.

What remains are the how and the why.

How it happened is easy: I didn’t hook
up.

The reason why it happened would give
us more to reflect about. Obviously, I didn’t
ask for a hang check, nor did my fail-safe
launch pilot (’'m not downloading blame
on someone else; as a pilot, it is ultimately
my responsibility).

We have a comprehensive list of ques-
tions/checks in place before each “clear
and launch,” that even includes checking if
the chute pins are in place.

Two possible scenarios might have been
the cause that led to the accident. Either I
assumed I was checked before by another
pilot, or perhaps a brand new pilot might
not be comfortable asking an experienced
pilot and instructor, if he had checked this,
and that.

And now, the moral of the story: never
assume anything.

I'm fortunately the living proof that we
can and will make mistakes, so we’ll need
help from someone else to point them
out to us before those mistakes can grow
into something else. These mistakes can
range from the discomfort of a twisted
hang strap to the fatality arising from
the same strap not to be attached to the
glider.

It is better to reply three times, “yes, I
was checked,” than not to have the chance
to say it once because nobody asked.

I wish someone could asked me.

Luis Barradas is a hang glider
pilot from Toronto, Ontario.



FINANCIAL REVIEW Il

November 10, 2004
REVIEW REPORT
To the Members
Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association of Canada (HPAC)

I have examined the Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss Statement of the Hang Gliding
and Paragliding Association of Canada (HPAC) for the year ended March 31, 2004.
These financial statements were prepared by HPAC.

My examination was conducted in accordance with generally accepted standards

for review engagements and accordingly consists primarily of inquiry, analytical pro- Profit & Loss Statement
cedures and discussions. A review does not constitute an audit and consequently I do 2003-04-01 Through 2004-03-31 (in Canadian Dollars)
not express an audit opinion on the Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss Statement. 2004-10-28  Page 1

Based on my review, nothing has come to my attention which would cause me to Category Description 22%%1_%‘;%]1
believe that this Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss Statement does not present fairly,
in all material respects, the cash transactions of HPAC for the year ended March 31, INCOME
2004, in accordance with HPAC’s accounting policies of recording all accounts on a AIR Magazine Revenues
cash basis, and not recording or placing value upon the inventory of HPAC’s assets. AIR Advertising 2.044.58

AIR Magazine Subscription Sales 667.00

Evelyn Carruthers, B.Comm(Hons), CMA

Winnipeg, Manitoba TOTAL AIR Magazine Revenues  2,711.58

Donation Revenue 189.91
Insurance Fees

HPAC Balance Sheet School Insurance 3.465.00

As 0f 2004-03-31 (in Canadian Dollars) Site-Event Insurance 240.00
2004-10-28  Page |

Account 2004-03-31 TOTAL Insurance Fees 3,705.00
Balance Interest Inc 11.58

Member Sales & Services
ASSETS IPPI Card Fees 85.00
Cash and Bank Accounts Logbooks 611.00
CIBC Chequing 89.85 Misc Sales 10.00
TD Chequing 58,893.81 Postage & Shipping Fees 5.00
Ratings 1,250.00

TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts 56,983.66
TOTAL Member Sales & Services 1961.00

Other Assets Memberships
Accounts Receivable 15.00 Associate AQVL Memberships 20,907.00
Prepaid Insurance 40,277.00 Family Membership 2,461.00
Full Membership 63,663.00
TOTAL Other Assets 40,292.00 Temporary Memberships 2,605.00
TOTAL Memberships 89,636.00
World Team Comp Fees 355.00
TOTAL ASSETS 97,275.66 TOTAL INCOME 98,570.07

LIABILITIES & EQUITY EXPENSES

Aero Club Of Canada 4,995.00
LIABILITIES AIR Editor 3,200.00
Other Liabilities AIR Mailing 400.00
Accounts Payable 160.28 AIR Printing 1,037.90
AHPA Payable 675.00 AIR Printing & Distribution 12,000.00
AYPH Payable 150.00 Bank Charge 294.43
BCHPA Payable 1,185.00 Business Manager Office Expense 1,955.01
HPAAC Payable 135.00 Business Manager Salary 8,484.00
MHGA Payable 100.00 FAI Sporting Licences 0.00
SHGA Payable 75.00 Insurance 43,677.00
Interest Exp 0.02
TOTAL OTHER LIABILITIES  2,480.28 Membership Refunds 10.00
Postage and Delivery 43.82
Web Hosting 320.36
TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,480.28 World Team Funding 355.00
EQUITY 94,795.38 TOTAL EXPENSES 76,772.54
TOTAL LIABILTIES & EQUITY  97,275.66 OVERALL TOTAL 21,797.53
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B REVUE DES FINANCES

10 novembre 2004
Revue des finances
Aux membres
Association canadienne de vol libre (ACVL)

J'ai examiné le bilan etla déclaration de profits & pertes de 'association canadienne
de vol libre (ACVL) pour 'année se terminant le 31 mars 2004. Ces états financiers
furent préparés par TACVL.

Mon examen s’est déroulé selon les standards généralement acceptés pour les re-
vues de tiers et en conséquence consiste surtout d’enquéte, de procédures analytiques

et de discussions. Une revue ne constitue pas une vérification et par conséquent, je Profits & pertes
nexprime pas une opinion de vérification sur le bilan et la déclaration de profits et du Ter avril 2003 au 31 mars 2004
pertes. 28 octobre 2004  Page 1
Appuyé sur ma revue, rien n'est venu a mon attention qui me permettrait de croire Catégoric 01-04-2003-
que ce bilan et cette déclaration de profits et pertes ne représentent pas les transac- 31032004
tions monétaires de TACVL avec justesse, en toute matiere importante, de 'année se F—
terminant le 31 mars 2004. Magazine AIR
Publicités dans le AIR 2 044,58
Evelyn Carruthers, B.Comm(Hons), CMA Souscriptions au AIR 667,00
Winnipeg, Manitoba
TOTAL Revenus magazine AIR 2711,58
Dons 189,91
Cotisations a l'assurance
Assurance-écoles 3 465,00
Assurance sites et événements 240,00
Bilan ﬁnancier ACVL TOTAL Cotisations & l'assurance 3 705,00
au 31 mars 2004 Intéréts 11,58
28 octobre 2004  Page 1
Solde Services et ventes aux membres
Compte
au 31 03 2004 Collecte pour cartes IPPT 85,00
Carnets de vol 611,00
Actifs Ventes - divers 10,00
Monnaie et ptes b ires Frais de poste 5,00
CIBC Cheque 89,85 Niveaux 1 250,00
TD Cheéque 58 893,81

TOTAL Services et ventes aux membres 1961,00
TOTAL Monnaie et comptes bancaires 56 983,66

Cotisations
Autres actifs Cotisation des membres AQVL associés 20 907,00
Comptes recevables 15,00 Cotisations - membres familles 2 461,00
Assurance prépayce 40 277,00 Cotisations - membres complets 63 663,00
Cotisations - membres temporaires 2 605,00
TOTAL Autres actifs 40 292,00 TOTAL Cotisations 89 636,00
. Tarif de I'équipe mondiale 355,00
TOTAL des actifs 97 275,66
< < TOTAL des Revenus 98 570,07
Passifs & avoirs
Passifs Dépenses
e Aéro Club du Canada 4 995,00
Autres passifs X
Créditeurs 16028 Dlrec_teur du AIR 3200,00
AHPA créditeur 675,00 Envoi du AIR 400,00
AYPH créditeur 150,00 Impression du AIR 1 037,90
BCHPA créditeur 1185,00 Impression & distribution du AIR 12 000,00
HPAAC créditeur 135,00 Frais bancaires 294,43
MHGA créditeur 100,00 Frais de bureau du directeur administratif 1955,01
SHGA créditeur 75,00 Salaire du directeur administratif 8 484,00
Permis sportifs FAI 0,00
TOTAL autres passifs 2480,28 Assurance 43 677,00
Intérét Exp 0,02
Remboursements de cotisation 10,00
TOTAL passifs 2 480,28 Timbres et envois 43,82
Hébergement du site internet 320,36
Avoirs 94 795,38 Bourse pour I'¢quipe mondiale 355,00
TOTAL des dépenses 76 772,54
TOTAL passifs & avoirs 97 275,66
TOTAL de I'ensemble 21797.53
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Death Sp' !
Greg Hemingway splashes down into

Mara Lake in August of 2004 — don’t worry, he still made it to shore.
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