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Winds of change blow through Ottawa

After decades with few sites to turn to, Ottawa flying has come along way

in just five short years

BY ANDRE NADEAU

ilots have been gliding in the Ot-
P tawa area for about 30 years. De-

spite that long history, five years
ago, Ottawa pilots could only count on
two regular flying sites and one station-
ary winch. Flying was mostly limited to
the weekend when the stationary winch
was available.

Our main site, Champlain, then con-
sisted of a 350-foot, tricky foot launch
and a large Lz/small tow field allowing
tows to an average of 500 ft on a good
day. The launch and rz/tow field were
leased from the National Capital Com-
mission (Ncc). The secondary field,
Embrun, was (and still is) a flatland
site belonging to a farmer and was (and
still is) available depending on the crop
rotation in any particular year. For
example, in 2004, it is unusable.

What a difference five years make.
Gliding is alive and well in Ottawa and
getting better all the time. Though the
efforts of dedicated club members and
local schools, we now have more sites,
more winches and, of course, more pi-
lots. We have also accomplished some-
thing that is priceless: visibility and ac-
ceptance by the recreational powered
community.

By now you are probably thinking that
I am gloating, and you would be right. I
am proud of what our community has
accomplished.

In retrospect, there have been cata-
lysts that promoted the growth of the

The Kars aerodrome (above) is the permanent home of Jim Scoles’ “little truck

that can” (below left).

sports in the Ottawa area. The rest of
this article will review some of these as
I see them. Maybe other clubs can learn
from them. Those catalysts have been:

m The establishment of schools;

m The increased number of tow systems;
and

m Becoming a part of the recreational
flying community in the area.

Antoine  Chabot  formed  his
paragliding school, Air Sensation, a few

years back. After unsuccess-
fully searching for his own
site for a long time, Anto-
ine finally set up permanent
shop at Champlain under an
arrangement with the club.
After long and difficult ne-
gotiations, he managed to
make an agreement with
his neighbour to extend our
tow lane into the adjacent

tields, doubling its distance and allow-
ing 1,000-foot tows. He then made an-
other agreement with his neighbour to
open another tow lane of similar length
but at 9o degrees to the first one. Finally,
Antoine purchased the Lz from the Ncc
last year to secure the site permanently.
For the last three years, Antoine has of-
fered club members tow services every
day when it is flyable. He operates two
winches that can be set up and operated
in parallel when the volume demands it.
None of this happened overnight, and
Antoine had to work hard to achieve all
of this. Many kudos to him.

Then there is the “little truck that can”
Jim Scoles, handyman extraordinaire,
first installed a payout winch on the “lit-
tle tow truck that can” a few years back
to give us more flying options at a time
when flying at Champlain was not very
convenient. We first used the truck on a
road at the Embrun site. We slowly ex-
panded our towing at another local road
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and made a few visits to
the small aerodromes in
the area. Finally, the lit-
tle truck found a perma-
nent home at the Kars
aerodrome where Jim
purchased a hangar last
fall. Kars is now a regular
towing site for hang glid-
ing.

Siamak Mardani was
looking for a site for his
hang gliding school. He
built a winch last year
and reached an agree-
ment for the use of a
small aerodrome at Win-
chester. He now operates
permanently out of that
field. Although his op-
eration is still relatively
small, it is well estab-
lished now and expected
to grow with time.

A few years back, we
had no idea how well we
would be received by the
powered recreational air-
craft community. We were
staying away from them
because we thought we would be spurned
for a variety of reasons. I was not so sure
and I really wanted to know, because there
are plenty of small aerodromes in the area
that are suitable for towing.

So, over the last few years, some local pi-
lots, including myself and Siamak Mardani,
took the opportunities to end our cross-
country flights at small aerodromes to see
how well we would be received. I personal-
ly targeted the sailplane fields, as I figured I
would likely be more welcome there.

The reactions have always been very
positive, encouraging us to tow at some
of these fields mentioned above. In ret-
rospect, we should have approached the
powered recreational powered community
a long time ago.

Now that we have infiltrated the powered
recreational community (or have they in-
filtrated us?), we have more potential sites
than we need. That is an enviable position
to be in.

In conclusion, schools, more tow sys-
tems and building relationships with
the powered recreational aviation com-
munity have been the three elements of
growth in the Ottawa area. Five years ago,
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Steve Keppel Jones flies at Champlain

we were struggling to survive from year
to year, never knowing if we were going
to be able to preserve our existing fly-
ing sites. Now, we have plenty of flying
sites and potential flying sites to sustain a
large growth to our pilot population. And

that is a nice place to be.

Andre Nadeau is a past president of the
Ottawa Hang Gliding and Paragliding Club,
past Director of OHPA, past Business
Manager and President of HPAC/ACVL
and a regular contributor to AlR.




Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association of Canada
Association Canadienne de Vol Libre
120 Ottawa Street North, PO Box 43082 Kitchener ON N2H 6S9
Phone/Fax: 519 894-6277 Email: admin@hpac.ca

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

HPAC/ACVL Membership Fee Add Provincial Association Fee'
Includes $3 Million third-party liability insurance, valid Canada wide If you reside in the following provinces or territories,
and the AIR magazine. you MUST add one of the following:
A Full member $125 C. 'Ontarlo, NWT, Nunavut, out-of-Canada $0

residents
B. Family Member .
Membership number of associated full member: $107 | D. Manitoba $25
The Association Quebecoise de Vol libre (AQVL) collects the HPAC/ACVL
membership fee for Quebec residents. If you reside in Quebec, contact the E. Atlantic Provinces, Saskatchewan, $15
AQVL at 514-804-8984 or download the AQVL Membership Form from the Alberta, British Columbia, Yukon
AQVL web site at http://www.aqvl.qc.ca/main.htm

Total of (A or B) plus (C or D or E)
Or AIR Magazine ONLY $30

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

HPAC/ACVL Membership # New Member ( Y/N) HG/PG:
Name: Male / Female:
Address: City:

Province: Postal Code: Country:

Club or School Affiliation:

Phone H: ( ) Work:  ( ) Cel: ( )

Date of Birth: (day) (month) 19 E-mail

Medic Alert: 2 Meter Radio Call Sign:

In Case of EMERGENCY contact: Relationship:

Address: City:

Province: Postal Code: Country:

Phone H: ( ) Work: ( )

It is MANDATORY to carry third-party liability insurance to fly most sites in Canada. HPAC/ACVL Liability Insurance is only available to
members of the HPAC/ACVL. If you are applying for membership please complete the following:

I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS FORM IS AN APPLICATION FOR LIABILITY INSURANCE
AND THAT ALL THE INFORMATION GIVEN ABOVE IS CORRECT.

Did you have an accident in the past year that was not reported? (Circle as appropriate): Yes No

Dated: Signature:

! The HPAC/ACVL collects Provincial Membership fees on behalf of Provincial Associations. This mandatory fee is set by Provincial Associations.
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HPAC/ACVL WAIVER

RELEASE, WAIVER AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK

I, , hereby acknowledge and agree that in consideration of being permitted
to participate in Hang Gliding/Paragliding programs or activities, I hereby agree to release and discharge Owners and / or
Lessors of land who have granted permission for the use of property for Hang Gliding/Paragliding programs or activities,
the Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association of Canada a/o Association Canadienne De Vol Libre, their officers,
directors, representatives, employees, members and all other persons or entities acting in any capacity on their behalf
(hereinafter collectively referred to as Releasee) from all liability and I do hereby waive as against the Releasee
all recourses, claims, causes of action of any kind whatsoever, in respect of all personal injuries or property losses
which I may suffer arising out of or connected with, my preparation for, or participation in, the aforesaid
Hang Gliding/Paragliding programs or activities, not withstanding that such injuries or losses may have been caused
solely or partly by the negligence of the Releasee

1. And I do hereby acknowledge and agree;

a) that the sport of Hang Gliding/Paragliding and Hang Gliding/Paragliding is very dangerous, exposing participants to
many risks and hazards, some of which are inherent in the very nature of the sport itself, others which result from
human error and negligence on the part of persons involved in preparing, organizing and staging Hang Gliding/Paragliding
programs or activities;

b) that, as a result of the aforesaid risks and hazards, I as a participant may suffer serious personal injury, even death,
as well as property loss;

c) that some of the aforesaid risks and hazards are foreseeable but others are not;

d) that I nevertheless freely and voluntarily assume all of the aforesaid risks and hazards, and that, accordingly,
my preparation for, and participation in the aforesaid Hang Gliding/Paragliding programs and activities shall be entirely
at my own risk;

e) that I understand that the Releasee does not assume any responsibility whatsoever for my safety during the course of
my preparation for or participation in the aforesaid Hang Gliding/Paragliding programs or activities;

f) that I have carefully read this RELEASE, WAIVER AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK agreement, that I fully
understand same, and that I am freely and voluntarily executing same;

g) that I understand that by signing this release I hereby voluntarily release, forever discharge and agree to indemnify
and hold harmless the Releasee for any loss or damage connected with any property loss or personal injury that I
may sustain while participating in or preparing for any Hang Gliding/Paragliding programs or activities whether or not
such loss or injury is caused solely or partly by the negligence of the Releasee;

h) that I have been given the opportunity and have been encouraged to seek independent legal advice prior to
signing this agreement;

i) that the term Hang Gliding/Paragliding programs or activities as used in this RELEASE, WAIVER AND
ASSUMPTION OF RISK agreement includes without limiting the generality of that term, the Hang Gliding programs
and activities as well as all other competitions, fly-ins, training sessions, clinics, towing programs and events;

j) this RELEASE, WAIVER AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK agreement is binding on myself, my heirs, my executors,
administrators, personal representatives and assigns and;

k) that I have had sufficient opportunity to read this entire document. I have read and understood Iit,
and I agree to be bound by its terms.

Signature of Participant: Date:

Participant Name (Print clearly):

Signature of Witness: Date:

Witness Name (Print clearly):

Note: You are only required to sign the HPAC Waiver once but we would prefer that you complete one every year.
To verify that we have a waiver on file for you, visit the HPAC/ACVL site at http://www.hpac.ca.
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